
 
 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MEETING MINUTES 
October 4, 2018 

8:00 am 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 am. Those present included Mike Miller, Andy Gardner, Tass 
Morrison, Janine Moothart, Susy Saray, Gary Rychard, Garrett Trott and Tonia Whisman.  
 
APPROVAL MEETING MINUTES  
Motion that the committee approve the meeting minutes.  
Motion Made By: Mike Miller 
Vote: unanimous 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Janine Moothart’s position 
The Community Engagement Committee officially recognized Janine as a voting member of the 
committee. In addition, her role with the North Santiam SD was further clarified. Her focus will be to 
work as a consultant as the District seeks to improve efforts in providing cohesive and purposeful 
messaging to staff, parents and the greater community. She will advise on the development of written 
materials, provide feedback on the website and assist with creating a calendar that will establish a 
formula for regularly scheduled review and updates.  
 
 
2. Website  
Janine is assisting the District in reviewing the NSSD website for content, design and ease of 
navigation. The committee briefly reviewed the website and compared it to another district site that 
Janine felt did a good job of displaying the type of message that NSSD would like promote. The 
Committee felt it was important to add, “Serving Lyons-Mehama, Sublimity & Stayton” under the 
NSSD logo and that it would be beneficial to consider updating the apple to give it a fresh look.  

 
Andy then shared a draft mission statement for the website that is being formulated to help guide all 
website contributors in a collaborative, cohesive and unified direction. He will continue to collaborate 
with Janine and the Technology Dept to finalize the statement.  
 
Draft Mission Statement 
Our website will inspire confidence for its clear and simple organization. Our information will 
celebrate kids; content and photos/videos will share a people-focused, relational approach that 
celebrates staff, students and a diverse community. Where we can, we will show measurable 
outcomes with data and engage our stakeholders into continuous awareness of district celebrations, 
accomplishments and events. 
 
 
3. District-wide community events 
The Committee reviewed a list of events compiled by all the schools and district office that occur 
throughout the year and engage extended family members and the greater community. Tonia and 
Janine will work together to also compile a list of all the avenues schools and the District have to 
communicate these events and all other types of information to parents and the community.   



 
Tass indicated she has asked Andy to make a presentation about the District at an upcoming 
monthly Stayton Rotary meeting. The Committee was also reminded about the forums planned for 
potential Stayton City Council members. 
 
Tonia informed the Committee about the new feature being developed on the NSSD mobile app. It is 
called #WeAreNSSD and will be advertised as a “tip line” for app users to send in photos of great 
things they experience while attending District events. The tip line is currently experiencing a periodic 
error when some Android users try to take a new photo to send. The program will only allow them to 
use an existing photo from their gallery. Tonia has reported the problem to the app developer and is 
waiting for a response.    

  
4. Brochure project 
Janine shared a new concept for a printed brochure. Instead of creating a separate brochure for each 
campus, she suggests a multiple page “magazine” style pamphlet. Each school would have a 
separate page with more condensed, concise info and numerous prompts to refer to the website for 
more info. Having one brochure that can encompass all the District’s information can be a better 
experience for the reader and creates less pressure on businesses to give up large amounts of 
space for multiple brochures. 

 
5. News media contacts 
Janine completed the article about Stayton Elementary’s success with improving reading and math 
test scores and submitted it to Natalie Pate at the Statesman Journal. There was no official indication 
as of the meeting date, if it would be published. The article has been added to both the District and 
Stayton Elem homepages on the website. There are visual prompts to the public via signage on both 
1st and 3rd streets.  
 
Tass indicated that she recently had a “letter to the editor” published in the Statesman Journal 
regarding the Oregon gubernatorial candidates’ plans for investing in public education. The 
committee was reminded of the importance of regularly sending stories to Bill Poehler at the 
Statesman Journal and Mary Owens at Our Town to keep the public informed about NSSD. They 
agreed it would be beneficial to plan ahead based on known/scheduled activities and begin gathering 
information for articles. Once complete, these articles can then be shared with the printed 
newspapers but also venues like the Stayton Community Connections Facebook page, the Stayton 
Community Events website and digital newsletters to parents via the mobile app.  
Possible story ideas included: 
• Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack event in November 
• School Report Cards 
• Graduation rate of ELL students 
• Different pathways 
• Veteran’s Lunch at ML (include topics or stories of things teachers are talking about in class?)  
 
Tonia will create a post on Facebook that honors all current staff who have served or are currently 
serving in the military. Tass suggested there might be a way to honor these staff members at the 
November board meeting.  
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 am.  

 
 

 


